Basscapade 08  

Just Keeps on Getting Better . . .
On Friday, May 2nd the following fisherman set out to Lake Shasta to enjoy their annual fishing trip until Tuesday, May 6th:  Scott Clare, Local Inventor/General Contractor,  Randy Branaugh, Guy Warren, Dwight Roberts and his son, Dustin, (08 Graduate of SFSU) RoyceValencia, Mark Scheidt and  Dalton Jimenez, Tile Contractor.


As the group caravanned with 3 fishing boats, consisting of Department of Fish Research Boat #1, Custom Weld Jet, high performance, Javelin Bass Boat and a Fish/Ski Caravelle, we could only think that last year’s Basscapade was the best we ever had.  Could it get any better?  

We eagerly arrived  at Jones Valley Marina to pick up the 55’ long Escapade House Boat after a quick stop at Phil’s Propeller Shop for the latest in fishing gear.   All aboard we set out to just about where we ended the trip in 2007, and then headed up to the main body and parked the houseboat next to the bridge on Highway 5 near Bridge Bay and the McCloud River arm of Lake Shasta. 

The next morning our boats headed out to the Pitt River for some rainbow trout fishing.  The trout bite was on!  And, they were large!  Five trout were caught ranging from 2 to 3 pounds each.  Everyone changed over to fishing for bass.  Boat #1 caught 65 catch and release spotted bass, smalleys and black bass.  The other boats caught 45 per boat, sizes ranged from 1 to 3 pounds each.  All boats returned that evening with the tired fishermen ready to enjoy a Hawaiian style dinner: Main course, Teriyaki marinated chicken, with grilled pineapple, macadamia nut and roasted coconut on top of a green salad.   The talk of the evening was that this might just have been the best fishing day this group had ever had.

The following morning the boats headed out again with the same results.  Only this time the Department of Fish and Research boat had located a “Honey Hole” where the trout had been abundant.  The decision was made to move up the Pitt River closer to the cooler water, 56 degrees, and more action.  After relocating the houseboat, the fishermen dined on smoked pork chops, mashed potatoes and gravy and Caesar salad while watching the final game of the Sharks vs. the Dallas Star Hockey Play offs on the Direct TV.

On Monday, May 5th, the Basscapaders headed out early to try out the newest fishing spot.  Once again, the timing was right and the most beautiful rainbow trout were caught, 8 more 3 pounders.   Due to early limits the boats returned to prepare for a Cinco de Mayo celebration.  While preparing the 

evening meal the group watched the Food Network – Giada, to inspire the cooks.  Dustin was our culinary artist with a specially selected menu that included:  rib eye steak with chipotle butter, roasted corn, a Mexican style salad, salsa and chips.  The good eating continued with fresh strawberries on a slice of lemon cake, topped with whip cream for dessert.

It was interesting to observe on this trip how the Basscapaders, now approaching their middle 50’s, are experiencing concerns about their health that crept into various conversations we had such as:  blood pressure readings, colesteral levels, calorie counting and types of medication.   Also noted was the fact that healthier eating is being observed with the volume of food intake reduced by one-third than in the past.  Proof of this also was that the alternative food cooler brought along by diet conscious Randy Branaugh was a big hit.  It was packed with snow peas, green beans, no fat cheese, no salt, no hormones sliced turkey, carrots, AK-Mak, which are no salt stone ground sesame crackers.  This alternative food cooler was depleted the second day to show these middle-aged fishermen have seen the light to a more healthful lifestyle.

On the last day as everyone gathered their belongings we could not help but see there were more sets of reading glasses, some nutrition magazines had been brought along, also special care products, hand sanitizers, Kadoo wipes, apple cinnamon aerosol and anti bacterial soap, than ever before.  

As the group had their final lunch together at Granzellas Italian Deli in Williams, the consensus was this fishing trip was certainly the “Best Trip Ever”.  It just can’t be this good again.   Let’s all be there for the 2009 Basscapade to see.

